PRODUCTION AND THE IDEOLOGICAL SUPERSTRUCTURE
mode of production is quite subordinate. Man, of course,
turns to these Powers, imploring their protection, their
assistance in war, invoking their blessings on the harvest
and on his herds. Yet the star and sex-worships which
were predominant through an immeasurable flux of
time, are in no way connected with, or dependent on,
the mode of production. The Sun and the Moon are
the gods of the primitive savages as well as of civilised
merchants and tillers of the soil. Whatever strikes man's
imagination, or appeals to his emotions, appears in his
religious ideas and imagery. All the evidence we have
of primitive nations shows that, though food and the
necessities of life play a much larger part in their lives
than they do in ours, they do not play any exclusive part
in their religious ideas. Life after death they imagined
to be an improved and embellished continuance of their
present life. What else was to be expected ? Surely
this belief does not prove anything in favour of Marx's
theory.1 The belief in a life after death which plays so
important a part in the religious ideas of primitive as
well as civilised nations, has nothing to do with economics
or with the mode of production, It is a result of man's
intense desire to live, which is more or less the same under
any conditions and whatever the mode of production
may be. The animals,, though possessed of the same
desire, lack the necessary imagination and are therefore
unable to conceive a life after death. With men it is
different, and as soon as this idea has once taken root,
it becomes an important factor, invading all provinces
of life and influencing economics to no small extent.
1 At other times, for instance in the Christian era, the conception and
the images of a future life are quite different, certainly stand in no relation
to the mode of production and may, perhaps, be regarded as a perpetuation
of an idealised monastic life.
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